INFORMATION FOR THE PRESS

U. S. DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE

OFFICE OF INFORMATION
PRESS SERVICE

WASHINGTON. D. C.

Relecagse - Immediate
March 7, 1933.

BOULDER CANYON LAKE RESERVED
AS GREAT WILD LIFE SANCTUARY
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President Hoover, In Cne of Last Cfficial Acts,
Proclaims 1P00 Square Mile Tract a Refuge
For Wild Birds and Animals

The great artificial lzke to be created by the Hoover

Dam on the Jolorado River will becéme a refuge and breeding ground for ~wild birds
and animals under an Executive-order sizned Dby fresident Hoover on March 3. The new:
reservation will be known as the Boulder OanyonﬁEi}E/Eifiﬂgifzéi;‘Superimposedvon
part of the land and water area withdrawn for the Boulder Janyon projcct for river
regulation, flood contrél, irrigation, domestic water uses, and power development,
the new wild-life refuge will cover a total of about 620,000 acres, approximately
132,00C acres of which will be a vast artificial lake cn that part of the dolorade
River, in Arizona and Nevada,

Adﬁinistration of the refuge will be by the Department of Agriculvure,
through the Burcuzu of Biologicgl Survey, subject to usc by the Department of the
Intorior for its primary purpcses. Paul G. Redington, Chief of the dureau of Bio-
logical Survey, in a statom:nt ilssucd today (Marc@ ?7) said that the flooded area
will be wholly in the Lower Sonoran Lifc Zone, with the het summer and mild winter
climate of the mesquitec and crecosote bush country providing a breeding ground for
many intercsting birds and mammals of th: southwestoru desert région,«and a winter
resort fqr_many northsrn migratory birds. "Formerly) s&id Mr. Redington, "it was a

paradisc throughout the yzar for Arizona quail, roadrumners, thrashers, aqg other
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birds; In winter, swans, snow goese, many ducks, some shorobirds, waders, znd a
host of other smaller migrant birds found a congenial rosort in the Virgin and
volorado Rivar valleys, the nsotural outlot of the wreat Basin., When this arca
beeomes a great lake, with curvinz bays and docp inl>ts cutting back into side

valloys =and &lcles, it will agsin be a great attraction for northern watcrfowl and

. provide cover and fooud for the resident birds that arc pushcd back from the middle

of the vallcy.

"Tho refuge will be an oasis in an otherwisc arid country »n one of the
southw.rd biid~migratiun rouscs, a way statin from Klamath Leke Rafuge, Oscgon,
to the Gulf of valifosrnia. ‘the Fede.al Bear River Refuse, on Groat Salt Lake, lics
400 milecs northeast, the Salton Sea Refu ¢ is 225 miles to the south, and the
Fallon Migratory Bird Refugc in Nevada is about 350 miles northwest. The now refugce
‘therefore sh,uld prove a valuable resting spot and winter resort for many waterfowl
that now seek congenial waters bey.nd our southern bsrder.

"Beavers, muskrats, and otters will be the main local aquatic mammalian
~ fauna, but the protected area will also provide homes for antelope squirrels, and
- chipmunks, as well as for little desert foxos, gray foxes, raccoons,znd other
intoresting animals of the regi.n.

"The valuc of this new refuse in the Southwost,“ concluded Mr Redington,
¥$8 groatly enhanced by its geographic position, and a more favorable place for pre—
serving and cnjoying the closc presence of aquatic and other wild life could not
“be found in the whole regi;n."

Within the ncw rcfugg it is unlawful t5 hunt, traﬁ. capture, wilfully dis-
turb, or kill any wild aanimal or bird »f any kind whatever, or to take or destroy
~the nost or eggs of any wild bird.
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